LAST YEARS  OF  THE QUEEN               III

" Your Commons observe, in the first place, that several
towns and places are, by virtue of this treaty, to be put into
the hands of the States General, particularly Nieuport, Den-
dermonde, and the castle of Ghent, which can in no sense
be looked upon as part of a barrier against France, but
being the keys of the Netherlands towards Britain, must
make the trade of your Majesty's subjects in those parts
precarious, and whenever the States think fit, totally exclude
them from it. The pretended necessity of putting these
places into the hands of the States General, in 'order to
secure to them a communication with their barrier, must
appear vain and groundless; for the sovereignty of the Low
Countries being not to remain to an enemy, but to a friend
and an ally, that communication must be always secure and
uninterrupted; besides that, in case of a rupture, or any
attack, the States have full liberty allowed them to take pos-
session of all the Spanish Netherlands, and therefore needed
no particular stipulation for the towns above mentioned.

"Having taken notice of this concession made to the
States General, for seizing upon the whole ten provinces;
we cannot but observe to your Majesty, that in the manner
this article is framed, it is another dangerous circumstance
which attends this treaty; for had such a provision been
confined to the case of an apparent attack from France only,
the avowed design of this treaty had been fulfilled, and your
Majesty's instructions to your ambassador had been pursued:
but this necessary restriction hath been omitted, and the
same liberty is granted to the States, to take possession of
all the Netherlands, whenever they shall think themselves
attacked by any other neighbouring nation, as when they
shall be in danger from France; so that if it should at any
time happen (which your Commons are very unwilling to
suppose) that they should quarrel, even with your Majesty,
the riches, strength, and advantageous situation of these
countries, may be made use of against yourself, without
whose generous and powerful assistance they had never
been conquered.

" To return to those ill consequences which relate to the
trade of your kingdoms, we beg leave to observe to your
Majesty, that though this treaty revives, and renders your
Majesty a party to the fourteenth and fifteenth articles of the